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Death toll climbs after earthquake in Iran-Iraq border area 


ABEDIN TAHERKENAREH/EUROPEAN PRESSPHOTO AGENCY/EFE/REX/SHUTTERSTOCK 


Red Crescent workers and other rescuers try to recover a victim’s body from the rubble of a collapsed building in 
Pol-e Zahab, in Kermanshah province in western Iran. The number of deaths in the 7.3-magnitude earthquake 
that struck the Iran-Iraq border region on Sunday has exceeded 400, according to Iranian state media. Story, A10 


Mexican traffickers making NYC a fentanyl hub 


Record seizures of the 
deadly, highly lucrative 
drug show alarming trend 


BY NICK MIROFF 


NEW YORK — The middle-aged 
couple in the station wagon went 
shopping at a New Jersey Wal- 
mart on a warm night in August. 
They stopped for dinner at an 
IHOP on the way home. And when 
they arrived at their apartment 
building in a quiet residential sec- 
tion of Queens, the narcotics 
agents following them got a war- 


rant to go inside. 

They found several suitcases 
loaded with brick-shaped bundles 
of what appeared to be heroin. But 
lab tests determined that most of 
it — 141 pounds — was pure fenta- 
nyl, a synthetic and supremely 
dangerous opioid 50 times more 
powerful than heroin. 

It was the largest fentanyl sei- 
zure in U.S. history. There was 
enough inside the apartment to 
kill 32 million people, according to 
the Drug Enforcement Adminis- 
tration. 

The married couple who 
were arrested, Rogelio Alvarado- 
Robles, 55, and Blanca Flores- 
Solis, 52, had no criminal recordin 
the United States. They had flown 
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to New York a few weeks earlier 
with Mexican passports. They had 
no weapons. 

But they were drug cartel emis- 
saries, investigators said, sent to 
broker the sale of tens of millions 
of dollars’ worth of narcotics, like 
pharmaceutical executives on a 


141 pounds 


Rogelio Alvarado-Robles and 
Blanca Flores-Solis had 141 
pounds of pure fentanyl in their 
Queens apartment, enough to kill 
32 million people, the DEA said. 
It was the largest seizure of the 
powerful opioid in U.S. history. 


business trip. 

DEA agents say recent arrests 
reflect an emerging pattern, 
as Mexican trafficking groups 
attempt to turn New York City into 
their Northeast distribu- 
tion hub. They operate with 

FENTANYL CONTINUED ON A6 


GOP leaders 


press Moore 
to leave race 


ALA. SENATE CANDIDATE REMAINS DEFIANT 


Woman makes new accusation of sexual assault 


BY SEAN SULLIVAN, 
ROBERT COSTA 
AND JENNA JOHNSON 


Senate Republican leaders on 
Monday waged an urgent cam- 
paign to pressure GOP nominee 
Roy Moore to withdraw from the 
Alabama Senate race amid alle- 
gations of sexual misconduct, 
declaring him “unfit to serve” 
and threatening to expel him 
from Congress if he were elected. 

But Moore showed no signs 
that he was preparing to step 
aside, even as another woman 
came forward, accusing him of 
sexually assaulting her in the late 
1970s when she was 16 years old. 

The fusillade from Senate Re- 
publicans started Monday morn- 


ing in Louisville, where Majority 
Leader Mitch McConnell (Ky.) 
called on Moore to end his run. 

“T believe the women, yes,” he 
said of the allegations leveled 
against Moore. 

Later, National Republican 
Senatorial Committee Chairman 
Cory Gardner (R-Colo.) issued a 
written statement going further. 
“If he refuses to withdraw and 
wins, the Senate should vote to 
expel him,” Gardner said. He told 
reporters afterward that Moore 
“doesn’t belong in the United 
States Senate.” 

The public comments from top 
Republican senators marked a 
dramatic escalation from their 
initial reactions to Thursday’s 
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Sessions considering a 
second special counsel 


GOP concerns, including 
over Clinton Foundation, 
would be the focus 


BY MATT ZAPOTOSKY 


Attorney General Jeff Sessions 
is entertaining the idea of appoint- 
ing a second special counsel to 
investigate a host of Republican 
concerns — including alleged 
wrongdoing by the Clinton Foun- 
dation and the controversial sale 
ofauranium company to Russia — 
and has directed senior federal 
prosecutors to explore at least 
some of the matters and report 
back to him and his top deputy, 


according to a letter obtained by 
The Washington Post. 

The revelation came in a re- 
sponse by the Justice Department 
to an inquiry from House Judici- 
ary Committee Chairman Bob 
Goodlatte (R-Va.), who in July and 
again in September called for Ses- 
sions to appoint a second special 
counsel to investigate concerns he 
had related to the 2016 election 
and its aftermath. 

The list of matters he wanted 
probed was wide ranging but in- 
cluded the FBI’s handling of the 
investigation into Hillary Clin- 
ton’s use of a private email server 
while she was secretary of state, 
various dealings of the Clinton 
Foundation and several matters 
connected to the purchase of the 
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Gaddafi’'s cousin sees 
opening, plots comeback 


Libyan dictator’s 2011 
death reversed fortunes 
of his family, allies 


BY SUDARSAN RAGHAVAN 


CAIRO — In an opulent apart- 
ment near the Nile River, the late 
Libyan dictator Moammar Gad- 
dafi lives on. 

A faded picture on one wall 
shows him as a young man loung- 
ing in a tent. In another, he’s 
dressed in military uniform and 
seated in a plane. 

Every week, a group of men who 
once supported him gather here to 
discuss Libya’s future and their 
own fates. Presiding over the 


meetings in Cairo is Gaddafi’s 
cousin, whose apartment this is. 

“He inhabits the hearts of mil- 
lions,” Ahmed Gaddaf al-Dam 
said, glancing at one of the pic- 
tures. 

Gaddafi’s overthrow and death 
six years ago reversed the fortunes 
of his clan and allies, who thrived 
under his patronage for more than 
four decades. Tens of thousands of 
his loyalists fled into exile when he 
was killed, many to neighboring 
Egypt. They have remained ever 
since, yearning for a role in shap- 
ing anew Libya. 

With Gaddafi’s sons wanted, in 
exile, in jail or dead, Gaddaf al- 
Dam has emerged as the main 
spokesman for the family and 
tribe. He represents the hopes of 
Libyans who once had privileged 

GADDAFI CONTINUED ON A13 


Debating suitability of cellphone use in lower grades 


MICHAEL ROBINSON CHAVEZ/THE WASHINGTON POST 
From left, Jack Doyle, Ryan Ward, Aiden Franz and Gray Rager use their phones on the 


one day a week they are allowed to during lunch at Bethesda’s Westland Middle School. 


Montgomery County is relaxing 
rules, sparking some objections 


BY DONNA ST. GEORGE 


arrived in the nation’s schools, but educa- 
tors are still grappling with what to do 
about them. 

Should they be allowed in elementary 
schools? What about middle-schoolers using 
them at lunch? Which limits make the most 
sense for devices so ubiquitous? 

What has become a more settled matter for 
high school students is sparking questions and 
controversy in lower grades, some two decades 
after mobile phones became an inescapable 
part of the cultural landscape. 

The debate has emerged in Maryland’s big- 
gest school system — in suburban Montgomery 
County — where some of the rules have been 
relaxed in recent months. 

It used to be that students through fifth 
grade could carry cellphones only with special 


| t’s been a long time since mobile phones 
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LUKE SHARRETT/BLOOMBERG NEWS 


GE stock dims The industrial giant halved its 
dividend and will exit the lightbulb business 


as it looks to regroup. A14 


Asia trip topics President Trump said little 
about human rights issues, focusing instead 
on trade, terrorism and North Korea. A12 


THE NATION 

The Supreme Court 
said it will hear three 
cases raising First 
Amendment concerns 
next year, including 
one on antiabortion 
counseling in Califor- 
nia. A3 

The jury deliberating 
bribery charges against 
Sen. Robert Menendez 
(D-N.J.) said it was 
deadlocked. A4 

Sen. Rand Paul 
(R-Ky.) returned to 
Washington still in 
pain from an assault by 
his neighbor that left 
him with six broken 
ribs. A6 

The list of GOP offi- 


cials who have spent 
the most at Trump- 
branded properties 
since Election Day 
2016 has a familiar 
name up top. A7 

A federal appeals 
court ruled that Presi- 
dent Trump’s third 
travel ban could par- 
tially take effect. A9 


THE WORLD 
Iran is upholding its 
commitments under 


the nuclear deal, a U.N. 


monitoring agency said 
in a report. A9 

E.U. countries signed 
a pivotal defense pact 
in a bid to boost mili- 
tary cooperation and 


reduce dependence on 
the United States. A11 
An American was ar- 
rested trying to cross 
the DMZ into North 
Korea, and a North Ko- 
rean soldier defected to 
the South. A11 


THE ECONOMY 

Over 400 millionaires 
and billionaires are 
sending letters to Con- 
gress urging GOP law- 
makers not to cut their 
taxes. A14 

Fossil fuel emissions 
will hit a new high this 
year, researchers say, in 
a troubling sign for the 
environment. A15 
Silicon Valley venture 
capital firm DFJ cut 
ties with founding part- 
ner Steve Jurvetson af- 


ter allegations of sexual 
misconduct. A16 


THE REGION 

Many families in the 
District would get big- 
ger tax bills under the 
House plan, D.C. offi- 
cials said. B1 

At 103, a Maryland 
resident is the oldest 
living West Point grad- 
uate. B1 

Montgomery County 
Executive Isiah Leggett 
(D) signed legislation 
raising the county’s 
minimum wage to $15 
an hour starting in 
2021. B5 

A judge limited the 
search of Facebook ac- 
counts connected to In- 
auguration Day pro- 
tests. B5 
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HEALTH & SCIENCE 
Unsweet revenge 
Moving on ultimately 
feels better than getting 
even, research finds. E1 


THE NATION 
What’s your BP? 
Anew standard for high 
blood pressure means 
many more have it. A2 
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